
  
 

 
Exclusively for Pre-K – 2nd Teachers & Administrators 

 

July 30th- Belleville West H.S. Belleville, IL. 
 Only $129…Earn 7 PD Credits! 

Includes: Make & Take Materials, Light Breakfast, Lunch & Prizes! 

KEYNOTE: Donna Whyte 
“Making Magic Happen in Your Classroom” 

Featuring Presenters – Katie Mense, Tracee Wells  
Dr. Gabrielle Schwemmer, & LeSaundra Blakely  

 

Sessions will include: Writing Wizards    Math Centers 
Games that Teach     Building Number Sense 

Literacy Centers & Management     At-Risk Readers 
Teaching in Crisis     Classroom Organization 

Addressing the Needs of Children that Live in Poverty    
Behavior Management 

Register by June 1st, 2018 and receive a FREE Gift! 
Register at thesmartiezone.com – Credit Card or Purchase Order Accepted 

2018 



 
 

MONDAY JULY 30, 2018 

Belleville West High School, Belleville IL 

 

     
   Dr. Gabrielle              Katie Mense      Donna Whyte              LeSaundra Blakley               Tracee Wells  

   Schwemmer 

 

 

8:30AM-9:15AM 
 

The Magic of Teaching 
      Keynote 

Kick of the conference with the stories and pictures that remind us why teaching is full of magic.  Join Donna to be reminded of 

all the "Ah Hah!" moments that make our jobs so important. 

Speakers 

Donna Whyte 
Mom, Consultant, Author, TheSmartieZone 
Donna Whyte is a certified teacher in New York State, an education consultant and an author. Her experience includes work in Pre K- 6 
classrooms and support for struggling readers and writers at all levels. Donna has presented keynotes and workshops at the state, national and 
international levels. Her positive attitude, high energy, and her many practical ideas make her presentations exciting and valuable to educators. 
Her work includes development of administrative summits on Student Centered Classrooms and Management. Donna also works with East St. 
Louis public schools as a reading, classroom management and Daily 5 consultant. She works with 5 elementary buildings and a kindergarten 
center to assess, diagnosis and address the various needs of the students in this high-needs area. Donna has published several books including 



You Can't Teach a Class You Can't Manage and The More Ways you Teach, the More Children you Reach and the second editions of Morning 
Meeting ~ Afternoon Wrap Up and The Writing Teacher's Coaching Tool. She is also the author of twelve activity CDs to assist teachers in 
aligning engaging activities for students that allow them to learn at higher levels, while encouraging students to take responsibility for their 
behavior and learning. Recently, Donna has created the Reading Aptitude Continuum assessment that allows teachers to quickly diagnosis the 
needs of struggling readers. 

Venue - TBA 

 

9:25AM-10:25AM 
 

Classroom Organization 
      General Session 

Intentional planning of the instructional space are just as important as your teaching practices. This session will provide details of 

look fors and the whys behind those decisions in the classroom space that create optimal conditions for learning. It’s about more 

than cute posters that help create the magic of learning - it’s about setting up a space designed to help learning blossom in it. 

Join us to learn more! 

Speakers 

Tracee Wells 
Tracee is a certified Classroom Management and Organization Program (COMP) trainer for the state of Illinois. She believes all teachers can 
create ideal conditions for learning in  their classrooms with intentional efforts toward student success. Wells is currently the AVID 
District Director in School District 189 and is also the Mentor Resident Leader for the new Urban Education Teacher Residency Program in East 
St. Louis where she is responsible for coaching, training, and supporting residents as they prepare to become confident, well-prepared 
teachers in the District. 

Venue - TBA 

 

 

Games that Teach 
      General Session 

Build concept knowledge with kid-tested games that teach!  Create daily learning opportunities that will motivate and empower 

children across the entire curriculum.  Plus, have a great time with your students while you build skills and reinforce everyday 

concepts.  Leave this workshop with lots of ideas for creating games that students will love.  Make & Take so Bring YOUR scissors, 

glue sticks and colored pencils. 

Speakers 

Donna Whyte 
Mom, Consultant, Author, TheSmartieZone 
Donna Whyte is a certified teacher in New York State, an education consultant and an author. Her experience includes work in Pre K- 6 
classrooms and support for struggling readers and writers at all levels. Donna has presented keynotes and workshops at the state, national and 
international levels. Her positive attitude, high energy, and her many practical ideas make her presentations exciting and valuable to educators. 
Her work includes development of administrative summits on Student Centered Classrooms and Management. Donna also works with East St. 
Louis public schools as a reading, classroom management and Daily 5 consultant. She works with 5 elementary buildings and a kindergarten 
center to assess, diagnosis and address the various needs of the students in this high-needs area. Donna has published several books including 
You Can't Teach a Class You Can't Manage and The More Ways you Teach, the More Children you Reach and the second editions of Morning 
Meeting ~ Afternoon Wrap Up and The Writing Teacher's Coaching Tool. She is also the author of twelve activity CDs to assist teachers in 
aligning engaging activities for students that allow them to learn at higher levels, while encouraging students to take responsibility for their 
behavior and learning. Recently, Donna has created the Reading Aptitude Continuum assessment that allows teachers to quickly diagnosis the 
needs of struggling readers. 

Venue - TBA 

 

 



Guided Math Groups 
      General Session 

Differentiate and Motivate! In this session, participants will: • Learn how to motivate students with  center activities that 

reinforce and develop math skills • Learn how to differentiate instruction effectively • Create a math skills make and take tool kit 

that can be used in the classroom or as a home-to-school connection component.  

Speakers 

LeSaundra Blakley 
Math Instructional Coach, Gordon Bush Elementary 
LeSaundra is the Math Instructional Coach at Gordon Bush Elementary, where she is responsible for a full range of coaching activities.  She can 
often be found in math classrooms modeling instructional strategies for teachers, creating standard based centers that will keep students 
engaged while reinforcing mathematical skills and working with small groups using both the push in and pull out models.  For the past fifteen 
years, LeSaundra has worked tirelessly to increase student’s excitement of math and ensure that learning and growth are at the top of her 
agenda. She works with a great team of educators who works diligently to increase student achievement through engagement. She states, “She 
is in love with her call to teach because it allows her to touch and influence the lives of students that are beginning their instructional journey.” 
She has never been happier! 

Venue - TBA 

 

 

I’m Done with Centers...Now What? 
      General Session 

Having trouble keeping your students busy for the full 45 minutes of center time? Does your classroom get a little rowdy and 

chaotic with early finishers who don’t have anything to do? Katie gives you lots of ideas, tips and resources to use to keep your 

kids actively engaged for the entire time! Learn how to make the activities meaningful and manage them so that students don't 

choose the same activity every day.  

Speakers 

Katie Mense 
Kindergarten Teacher at Wesclin, Blogger, LittleKinderWarriors 
Katie has taught kindergarten for more than 15 years, and has a passion for creating fun, hands-on lessons and activities designed to meet the 
needs of all students. As a student who struggled through school, she truly understands that every student has different needs and learning 
styles. Katie has an MA in Education and also earned an additional 24 hours through a STEM grant. She loves to share her ideas and teaching 
experiences on her award winning blog, littlekinderwarriors.com or on social media @littlekinderwarriors 

Venue - TBA 

 

 

Teaching with Poverty & Culture in Mind 
      General Session 

Participants will build an understanding of various socioeconomic groups and gain strategies for how best to teach students with 

diverse demographics.  

Speakers 

Dr. Gabrielle Schwemmer 
Dr. Gabrielle “Gabe” Schwemmer has served in education for 20 years as a consultant, mentor, coach, elementary teacher, director, and central 
office administrator. She has received the following degrees: Associate of Arts from SWIC, Bachelor of Science in Education from McKendree 
University, Master of Arts in Educational Administration from Lindenwood University, and Doctorate of Education in Educational Leadership 
from Saint Louis University, holding her Superintendent, General Administrative, and Highly Qualified Elementary Teaching licenses in Illinois 
and Missouri. Currently, Dr. Schwemmer serves as Superintendent of Sparta School district in Illinois. She is the co-author of “Leadership 
Implications for Culturally Responsive Teaching and Learning Programs to Close the Achievement Gap and Developing Early Warning Tracking 
Dashboards.” Dr. Schwemmer received the Phenomenal Woman of Metropolitan St. Louis Award from Racial Harmony and Smithton Citizen of 
the Year in 2012 and Who’s Who Among Educators in 2009. These awards recognize women making a difference in communities, organizations, 
and in the lives of children. She is a 4 year Illinois Association of School Boards Master School Board Member and Treasurer of the Smithton 
School District #130 School Board, Policy and Finance Committee Chairperson, IASB Delegate and Resolutions Chair for the Southwestern Illinois 



Division, and a nationally certified Ruby Payne “Understanding Poverty” trainer. 

Venue - TBA 

 

10:25AM-10:40AM 
 

Morning Break 
      Break 

Venue - TBA 

 

10:40AM-11:40AM 
 

Behavior Management that Works (Teachers & Students) 
      General Session 

This session is designed to analyze a teacher’s role in setting the stage for learning as well as how to manage that process. Best 

practices in preparing for the behaviors we see in the classroom and concrete plans of action will be shared. Bring your ideas and 

let’s help one another to create optimal conditions for learning. 

Speakers 

Tracee Wells 
Tracee is a certified Classroom Management and Organization Program (COMP) trainer for the state of Illinois. She believes all teachers can 
create ideal conditions for learning in  their classrooms with intentional efforts toward student success. Wells is currently the AVID 
District Director in School District 189 and is also the Mentor Resident Leader for the new Urban Education Teacher Residency Program in East 
St. Louis where she is responsible for coaching, training, and supporting residents as they prepare to become confident, well-prepared 
teachers in the District. 

Venue - TBA 

 

 

Closer Look at Practical Progress Monitoring 
      General Session 

Participants will navigate through ESGI to learn practical application of skill gaps to intervene early utilizing the reading 

continuum to drive instruction.  

Speakers 

Dr. Gabrielle Schwemmer 
Dr. Gabrielle “Gabe” Schwemmer has served in education for 20 years as a consultant, mentor, coach, elementary teacher, director, and central 
office administrator. She has received the following degrees: Associate of Arts from SWIC, Bachelor of Science in Education from McKendree 
University, Master of Arts in Educational Administration from Lindenwood University, and Doctorate of Education in Educational Leadership 
from Saint Louis University, holding her Superintendent, General Administrative, and Highly Qualified Elementary Teaching licenses in Illinois 
and Missouri. Currently, Dr. Schwemmer serves as Superintendent of Sparta School district in Illinois. She is the co-author of “Leadership 
Implications for Culturally Responsive Teaching and Learning Programs to Close the Achievement Gap and Developing Early Warning Tracking 
Dashboards.” Dr. Schwemmer received the Phenomenal Woman of Metropolitan St. Louis Award from Racial Harmony and Smithton Citizen of 
the Year in 2012 and Who’s Who Among Educators in 2009. These awards recognize women making a difference in communities, organizations, 
and in the lives of children. She is a 4 year Illinois Association of School Boards Master School Board Member and Treasurer of the Smithton 
School District #130 School Board, Policy and Finance Committee Chairperson, IASB Delegate and Resolutions Chair for the Southwestern Illinois 
Division, and a nationally certified Ruby Payne “Understanding Poverty” trainer. 

Venue - TBA 



 

 

Guided Math Groups 
      General Session 

Differentiate and Motivate! In this session, participants will: • Learn how to motivate students with  center activities that 

reinforce and develop math skills • Learn how to differentiate instruction effectively • Create a math skills make and take tool kit 

that can be used in the classroom or as a home-to-school connection component. 

Speakers 

LeSaundra Blakley 
Math Instructional Coach, Gordon Bush Elementary 
LeSaundra is the Math Instructional Coach at Gordon Bush Elementary, where she is responsible for a full range of coaching activities.  She can 
often be found in math classrooms modeling instructional strategies for teachers, creating standard based centers that will keep students 
engaged while reinforcing mathematical skills and working with small groups using both the push in and pull out models.  For the past fifteen 
years, LeSaundra has worked tirelessly to increase student’s excitement of math and ensure that learning and growth are at the top of her 
agenda. She works with a great team of educators who works diligently to increase student achievement through engagement. She states, “She 
is in love with her call to teach because it allows her to touch and influence the lives of students that are beginning their instructional journey.” 
She has never been happier! 

Venue - TBA 

 

 

I’m Done with Centers...Now What? 
      General Session 

Having trouble keeping your students busy for the full 45 minutes of center time? Does your classroom get a little rowdy and 

chaotic with early finishers who don’t have anything to do? Katie gives you lots of ideas, tips and resources to use to keep your 

kids actively engaged for the entire time! Learn how to make the activities meaningful and manage them so that students don't 

choose the same activity every day. 

Speakers 

Katie Mense 
Kindergarten Teacher at Wesclin, Blogger, LittleKinderWarriors 
Katie has taught kindergarten for more than 15 years, and has a passion for creating fun, hands-on lessons and activities designed to meet the 
needs of all students. As a student who struggled through school, she truly understands that every student has different needs and learning 
styles. Katie has an MA in Education and also earned an additional 24 hours through a STEM grant. She loves to share her ideas and teaching 
experiences on her award winning blog, littlekinderwarriors.com or on social media @littlekinderwarriors 

Venue - TBA 

 

 

Supporting At-Risk Readers 
      General Session 

Join Donna to identify and explore traits that lead to struggling in reading.  Learn intervention strategies to use in your classroom 

that work.  Help your struggling readers with activities to build motivation to read.  Also, share strategies for phonemic 

awareness, phonics, sight words and more.  Be ready to return to your classroom with tools that support your at-risk readers.  

Speakers 

Donna Whyte 
Mom, Consultant, Author, TheSmartieZone 
Donna Whyte is a certified teacher in New York State, an education consultant and an author. Her experience includes work in Pre K- 6 
classrooms and support for struggling readers and writers at all levels. Donna has presented keynotes and workshops at the state, national and 
international levels. Her positive attitude, high energy, and her many practical ideas make her presentations exciting and valuable to educators. 
Her work includes development of administrative summits on Student Centered Classrooms and Management. Donna also works with East St. 
Louis public schools as a reading, classroom management and Daily 5 consultant. She works with 5 elementary buildings and a kindergarten 



center to assess, diagnosis and address the various needs of the students in this high-needs area. Donna has published several books including 
You Can't Teach a Class You Can't Manage and The More Ways you Teach, the More Children you Reach and the second editions of Morning 
Meeting ~ Afternoon Wrap Up and The Writing Teacher's Coaching Tool. She is also the author of twelve activity CDs to assist teachers in 
aligning engaging activities for students that allow them to learn at higher levels, while encouraging students to take responsibility for their 
behavior and learning. Recently, Donna has created the Reading Aptitude Continuum assessment that allows teachers to quickly diagnosis the 
needs of struggling readers. 

Venue - TBA 

 

11:40AM-12:40PM 
 

Working Lunch 
      Working Lunch 

Venue - TBA 

 

12:40PM-1:40PM 
 

Classroom Organization 
      General Session 

Intentional planning of the instructional space are just as important as your teaching practices. This session will provide details of 

look fors and the whys behind those decisions in the classroom space that create optimal conditions for learning. It’s about more 

than cute posters that help create the magic of learning - it’s about setting up a space designed to help learning blossom in it. 

Join us to learn more! 

Speakers 

Tracee Wells 
Tracee is a certified Classroom Management and Organization Program (COMP) trainer for the state of Illinois. She believes all teachers can 
create ideal conditions for learning in  their classrooms with intentional efforts toward student success. Wells is currently the AVID 
District Director in School District 189 and is also the Mentor Resident Leader for the new Urban Education Teacher Residency Program in East 
St. Louis where she is responsible for coaching, training, and supporting residents as they prepare to become confident, well-prepared 
teachers in the District. 

Venue - TBA 

 

 

Engage and Empower Young Learners 
      General Session 

This session will aide you in building a classroom where students take responsibility and are active participants in their 

learning.  Donna will share set up strategies and ideas for building a room of independent learners that know how to solve 

problems.  We will explore flexible seating options and support tools in your classroom.   

Speakers 

Donna Whyte 
Mom, Consultant, Author, TheSmartieZone 
Donna Whyte is a certified teacher in New York State, an education consultant and an author. Her experience includes work in Pre K- 6 
classrooms and support for struggling readers and writers at all levels. Donna has presented keynotes and workshops at the state, national and 
international levels. Her positive attitude, high energy, and her many practical ideas make her presentations exciting and valuable to educators. 
Her work includes development of administrative summits on Student Centered Classrooms and Management. Donna also works with East St. 
Louis public schools as a reading, classroom management and Daily 5 consultant. She works with 5 elementary buildings and a kindergarten 
center to assess, diagnosis and address the various needs of the students in this high-needs area. Donna has published several books including 



You Can't Teach a Class You Can't Manage and The More Ways you Teach, the More Children you Reach and the second editions of Morning 
Meeting ~ Afternoon Wrap Up and The Writing Teacher's Coaching Tool. She is also the author of twelve activity CDs to assist teachers in 
aligning engaging activities for students that allow them to learn at higher levels, while encouraging students to take responsibility for their 
behavior and learning. Recently, Donna has created the Reading Aptitude Continuum assessment that allows teachers to quickly diagnosis the 
needs of struggling readers. 

Venue - TBA 

 

 

Flip That Room! 
      General Session 

Find out how to create active learning with engaging classroom flips. Get your students excited about learning! Katie will show 

you some easy and inexpensive ways to transform your classroom. Whether it's a complete classroom transformation, or a 

smaller flip, your students are sure to be engaged like never before! 

Speakers 

Katie Mense 
Kindergarten Teacher at Wesclin, Blogger, LittleKinderWarriors 
Katie has taught kindergarten for more than 15 years, and has a passion for creating fun, hands-on lessons and activities designed to meet the 
needs of all students. As a student who struggled through school, she truly understands that every student has different needs and learning 
styles. Katie has an MA in Education and also earned an additional 24 hours through a STEM grant. She loves to share her ideas and teaching 
experiences on her award winning blog, littlekinderwarriors.com or on social media @littlekinderwarriors 

Venue - TBA 

 

 

MATH and READING…IT’S FUNdamental 
      General Session 

Would you like to increase the rigor of your math instruction?Join us for this eye-opening session that is filled with fun activities 

that integrate math and literature simultaneously. In this session, participants will learn how to move from mathematics 

instruction to numeracy development using storybooks to increase student engagement and retention. 

Speakers 

LeSaundra Blakley 
Math Instructional Coach, Gordon Bush Elementary 
LeSaundra is the Math Instructional Coach at Gordon Bush Elementary, where she is responsible for a full range of coaching activities.  She can 
often be found in math classrooms modeling instructional strategies for teachers, creating standard based centers that will keep students 
engaged while reinforcing mathematical skills and working with small groups using both the push in and pull out models.  For the past fifteen 
years, LeSaundra has worked tirelessly to increase student’s excitement of math and ensure that learning and growth are at the top of her 
agenda. She works with a great team of educators who works diligently to increase student achievement through engagement. She states, “She 
is in love with her call to teach because it allows her to touch and influence the lives of students that are beginning their instructional journey.” 
She has never been happier! 

Venue - TBA 

 

 

Teaching with Poverty & Culture in Mind 
      General Session 

Speakers 

Dr. Gabrielle Schwemmer 
Dr. Gabrielle “Gabe” Schwemmer has served in education for 20 years as a consultant, mentor, coach, elementary teacher, director, and central 
office administrator. She has received the following degrees: Associate of Arts from SWIC, Bachelor of Science in Education from McKendree 



University, Master of Arts in Educational Administration from Lindenwood University, and Doctorate of Education in Educational Leadership 
from Saint Louis University, holding her Superintendent, General Administrative, and Highly Qualified Elementary Teaching licenses in Illinois 
and Missouri. Currently, Dr. Schwemmer serves as Superintendent of Sparta School district in Illinois. She is the co-author of “Leadership 
Implications for Culturally Responsive Teaching and Learning Programs to Close the Achievement Gap and Developing Early Warning Tracking 
Dashboards.” Dr. Schwemmer received the Phenomenal Woman of Metropolitan St. Louis Award from Racial Harmony and Smithton Citizen of 
the Year in 2012 and Who’s Who Among Educators in 2009. These awards recognize women making a difference in communities, organizations, 
and in the lives of children. She is a 4 year Illinois Association of School Boards Master School Board Member and Treasurer of the Smithton 
School District #130 School Board, Policy and Finance Committee Chairperson, IASB Delegate and Resolutions Chair for the Southwestern Illinois 
Division, and a nationally certified Ruby Payne “Understanding Poverty” trainer. 

Venue - TBA 

 

1:40PM-1:55PM 
 

Afternoon Break 
      Break 

Venue - TBA 

 

1:55PM-2:55PM 
 

Behavior Management that Works (Teachers & Students) 
      General Session 

This session is designed to analyze a teacher’s role in setting the stage for learning as well as how to manage that process. Best 

practices in preparing for the behaviors we see in the classroom and concrete plans of action will be shared. Bring your ideas and 

let’s help one another to create optimal conditions for learning. 

Speakers 

Tracee Wells 
Tracee is a certified Classroom Management and Organization Program (COMP) trainer for the state of Illinois. She believes all teachers can 
create ideal conditions for learning in  their classrooms with intentional efforts toward student success. Wells is currently the AVID 
District Director in School District 189 and is also the Mentor Resident Leader for the new Urban Education Teacher Residency Program in East 
St. Louis where she is responsible for coaching, training, and supporting residents as they prepare to become confident, well-prepared 
teachers in the District. 

Venue - TBA 

 

 

Closer Look at Practical Progress Monitoring 
      General Session 

Participants will navigate through ESGI to learn practical application of skill gaps to intervene early utilizing the reading 

continuum to drive instruction.  

Speakers 

Dr. Gabrielle Schwemmer 
Dr. Gabrielle “Gabe” Schwemmer has served in education for 20 years as a consultant, mentor, coach, elementary teacher, director, and central 
office administrator. She has received the following degrees: Associate of Arts from SWIC, Bachelor of Science in Education from McKendree 
University, Master of Arts in Educational Administration from Lindenwood University, and Doctorate of Education in Educational Leadership 
from Saint Louis University, holding her Superintendent, General Administrative, and Highly Qualified Elementary Teaching licenses in Illinois 
and Missouri. Currently, Dr. Schwemmer serves as Superintendent of Sparta School district in Illinois. She is the co-author of “Leadership 
Implications for Culturally Responsive Teaching and Learning Programs to Close the Achievement Gap and Developing Early Warning Tracking 
Dashboards.” Dr. Schwemmer received the Phenomenal Woman of Metropolitan St. Louis Award from Racial Harmony and Smithton Citizen of 



the Year in 2012 and Who’s Who Among Educators in 2009. These awards recognize women making a difference in communities, organizations, 
and in the lives of children. She is a 4 year Illinois Association of School Boards Master School Board Member and Treasurer of the Smithton 
School District #130 School Board, Policy and Finance Committee Chairperson, IASB Delegate and Resolutions Chair for the Southwestern Illinois 
Division, and a nationally certified Ruby Payne “Understanding Poverty” trainer. 

Venue - TBA 

 

 

Flip That Room! 
      General Session 

Find out how to create active learning with engaging classroom flips. Get your students excited about learning! Katie will show 

you some easy and inexpensive ways to transform your classroom. Whether it's a complete classroom transformation, or a 

smaller flip, your students are sure to be engaged like never before!   

Speakers 

Katie Mense 
Kindergarten Teacher at Wesclin, Blogger, LittleKinderWarriors 
Katie has taught kindergarten for more than 15 years, and has a passion for creating fun, hands-on lessons and activities designed to meet the 
needs of all students. As a student who struggled through school, she truly understands that every student has different needs and learning 
styles. Katie has an MA in Education and also earned an additional 24 hours through a STEM grant. She loves to share her ideas and teaching 
experiences on her award winning blog, littlekinderwarriors.com or on social media @littlekinderwarriors 

Venue - TBA 

 

 

MATH and READING…IT’S FUNdamental 
      General Session 

Would you like to increase the rigor of your math instruction?Join us for this eye-opening  session that is filled with fun activities 

that integrate math and literature simultaneously. In this session, participants will learn how to move from mathematics 

instruction to numeracy development using storybooks to increase student engagement and retention.  

Speakers 

LeSaundra Blakley 
Math Instructional Coach, Gordon Bush Elementary 
LeSaundra is the Math Instructional Coach at Gordon Bush Elementary, where she is responsible for a full range of coaching activities.  She can 
often be found in math classrooms modeling instructional strategies for teachers, creating standard based centers that will keep students 
engaged while reinforcing mathematical skills and working with small groups using both the push in and pull out models.  For the past fifteen 
years, LeSaundra has worked tirelessly to increase student’s excitement of math and ensure that learning and growth are at the top of her 
agenda. She works with a great team of educators who works diligently to increase student achievement through engagement. She states, “She 
is in love with her call to teach because it allows her to touch and influence the lives of students that are beginning their instructional journey.” 
She has never been happier! 

Venue - TBA 

 

 

Successful Little Writers 
      General Session 

Explore how to effectively teach young writers The Writing Process.  Gain tools for each step of the process that will enable your 

little writers to accomplish big things.  Learn how to move students into independent writing at any level.  Also leave with ideas 

for setting up your writing center.     

Speakers 

Donna Whyte 



Mom, Consultant, Author, TheSmartieZone 
Donna Whyte is a certified teacher in New York State, an education consultant and an author. Her experience includes work in Pre K- 6 
classrooms and support for struggling readers and writers at all levels. Donna has presented keynotes and workshops at the state, national and 
international levels. Her positive attitude, high energy, and her many practical ideas make her presentations exciting and valuable to educators. 
Her work includes development of administrative summits on Student Centered Classrooms and Management. Donna also works with East St. 
Louis public schools as a reading, classroom management and Daily 5 consultant. She works with 5 elementary buildings and a kindergarten 
center to assess, diagnosis and address the various needs of the students in this high-needs area. Donna has published several books including 
You Can't Teach a Class You Can't Manage and The More Ways you Teach, the More Children you Reach and the second editions of Morning 
Meeting ~ Afternoon Wrap Up and The Writing Teacher's Coaching Tool. She is also the author of twelve activity CDs to assist teachers in 
aligning engaging activities for students that allow them to learn at higher levels, while encouraging students to take responsibility for their 
behavior and learning. Recently, Donna has created the Reading Aptitude Continuum assessment that allows teachers to quickly diagnosis the 
needs of struggling readers. 

Venue - TBA 

 

3:00PM-3:45PM 
 

Wrap-up 
      Wrap-up 

Venue - TBA 

 

 


