“Home"Work Connections

Homework should involve “home” in each activity. Providing
children opportunities to use learning in everyda

activities that children can do at home
different levels of Bloom’s Taxono

lowest level of thinking, the “knowle
will require them to plan, create, ighest levels of

ion skills. Don’t miss this opportunity
ork families often request with valuable

g in a natural environment.  Show our children that
work can be fun!

Parent letter , homework research and calendar(s) included.



My thoughts along with some research on
homework...

Shared by ~ Donna Whyte

As an education consultant, a question that has been asked of me ma
What are your feelings on homework? This is a topic so dear to my he n said

are this: Most of the research that | have read state rk helps starting at about
4th grade”. This is a time that they seem better istagce before

There are children who get assistance istance) with their homework.
The parents sit with the child and go thr
same children whose parents ' ' ects of their lives. They don’t need

me to send homework t They do it because they have a commitment
to think that they will still spend time with
g them closer and make them smile. Then

fact, they do it incorrectly. What we as educators
“wrong way”. In terms of reinforcing the concepts,

My children had all the assistance they needed. It seemed at times that it was just busy
work and they would robotically go through the steps. | am not sure that a lot of real
learning occurs during this. It seemed that 95% of the time we just needed “to get it done”. |



resented the time it fook from our family. From a personal standpoint | never like to bring
work home. | do, but | don‘t like it and | am an adult. If you have already put in a number of
working hours it seems to me that you should then have “family time” or at the very least
some “down time” at home. In my utopia world | want kids to go home and “be kids”. Get
some fresh air, play with the other kids in neighborhood, etc. | know that the r&@l
many go home to empty houses and play video games. Accepting that which i

at as the child’s grade
s, as does their responsibility

| have she@d the following books with parents and teachers, perhaps one will help you
discover what homework means to the children you teach. “The End of Homework: How
Homework Disrupts Families, Overburdens Children, and Limits Learning” by Etta Kralovec,
John Buell The Battle Over Homework: Common Ground for Administrators, Teachers, and
Parents by Harris M. Cooper.


http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0013-5984(196001)60%3A4%3C212%3ADHHARO%3E2.0.CO%3B2-O
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0013-5984(196001)60%3A4%3C212%3ADHHARO%3E2.0.CO%3B2-O

Dear Parents,

| often get requests for “home” work. My feelings on homework come from varied
sources, but in the end, | look to the research about the value of homework fo
age children. I have attached an article that reviews that research and recomn¥@hd these
three popular books available on the subject of homework:

e The Case Against Homework by Sara Bennett and Nancy Kalish
e The Homework Myth by Alfie Kohn
e The Battle Over Homework by Harris Cooper

| hope that this will aid you in understanding my polic

writing or doing an additional activity. T
questions and listen to your chg

week. Save the activities that demand

or even on a weekend. Each activity was
can become higher level thinkers. While
ild can list, count or match — other activities will require a
ching them to learn higher level thinking skills.

You can choose
more time for a night
designed to meet
some activities ask

a new calendar to arrive at the end of each month so there will not be a lapse
in choice of activities. Providing choice builds motivation to learn, so please involve your
child in the selection of an activity whenever it is possible.

Happy Learning!
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Measure your
grass before it is cut
and after. How
much did it change?

Estimate how

many buckets of
sand it would take

and find an
animal for each

List the letters A-Z

5 senses — write or
draw what you
would see, hear,

find as many
things as you can
that are your
favorite color

things at your home
have wheels (1, 2, 4

someone and

record the highest
number of times

or more) create a

. letter taste, feel and
Ask what you do to fill your bathtub smell on a
W,”h frhe camping trip
clippings
Take a walk and Discover how many | Play catch with

Ask an adult to help
d a white

the sun

graph to show

what you find

that you catch
ball in a row

School is Cool! Is
this true?

Defend your
answer — why or
why not?

Count the number of
steps that it takes to
get from your front

door to the bus stop.
Do you think it is

close or far

Get 2 servings of a
food you like - taste
it with your nose

Write a note to
your teacher. Tell
him/her some-
thing that they
dont know
about you!

home theltavorite

Find 3 things that
are round, square,
rectangle or

Do research on a
favorite topic and

couple of minutes.
Tell what it does
and why you think

it does it

story about when
they were in school.

Ask questions

was the highest
and lowest
temperature ever
on today’s
date?

recipe. Did you
find anyone that
had memorized a
recipe? |

plugged and TV show — were any | yriqngle shaped. |e(.]m 3 new
without — Any the answersthe | | i<t them things _
difference? e?
People nd Ask an adultto | Find all the Explain fo a
water and teach you to pens and family member
zip, tie, or pencils in your | what you like or
buckle house - sort dislike about cats
them
Ask a friend or Answer the List all the ways Why do people go
relative to tell you a | question —What | that you can find a | to school?

Estimate how
many years you
will spend in
school






