
Success For ALL!

Presented by - Donna Whyte
thesmartiezone.com

Follow me on Instagram & Twitter -
@thesmartiezone

Handouts Available at thesmartiezone.com



Skills for Success:

ÅEnthusiasm toward Learning!

ÅThe Desire to be Independent

ÅGet Along with Others

ÅOral -Language Skills

ÅAbility to Listen

ÅGross/Fine -Motor Ability

ÅBasic Letter and Number Recognition

Foundation Skills



Five areas of childrenôs 

development
ÅPhysical well-being & fine/gross motor 

skills 

ÅSocial and emotional development

ÅMotivation and engagement

ÅLanguage development

ÅGeneral knowledge and cognition  

-- National Education Goals Panel



How do you like to 
start your day?

How do you like it 
to end?



The Way We Choose to Start/End Our Day:

Speaks volumes of what we value in our classroom 
Sets the stage for the day

Integrates:  reading, writing, listening, speaking & viewing skills
Emphasizes shared responsibility

-
Å Highlights our belief in how children learn best!



Routines

ÅCommunication Folders

ÅóHomeó Work ðHome Connections

ÅMorning Meeting

ÅAfternoon Wrap Up







Do I have myé?

Coat _____
Folder _____
Lunchbox _____
Book _____
_________ _____



Morning Meeting
~Interactive Chart 

(Colors POP!)
~ Look back ðLook 

forward
~Schedule

~Song/Exercise
~òNew Newsó



Name the 2 Personality Traits 
that Educators of Young 

Children Share

#1 ¶Nurturing
#2 - Controlling



Basic Principles

ÀGood Choice/Bad Choice!
ÀDonÐt Assume 
ÀResponsibility 

Can/Should be taught
ÀWhat if it doesnÐt work?

DONÐT GIVE UP!



Levels of Management

ÅPrevention ïRoutines ~ Model ~ Approach

ÅIntervention ïReplacing ~ Ownership ~ 

Teaching

ÅCrisis ïñWe do what we knowò ~ Fight OR 

Flight
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ÅEmotions High = Problem 

Solving LOW!

ÅEND Power Struggles

ÅYou can NEVER have to 

much Empathy for 

another person





Outline A Plan
ÅPrioritize ~ What is it that we 

Want/Expect?

ÅAddress Feelings ~ Behaviors

ÅEnvironment ~ Physical & Emotional

ÅCreate ~ Practice ~ Model Rules

ÅRituals ~ Transitions ~ Signals

ÅToolbox of Management Strategies



The rule - _________________

ÅDay 1 ï

ÅDay 2 ï

ÅDay 3 ï

ÅDay 4 ï

ÅDay 5 ï

Å_________________________________

Å_________________________________



ÅDay 1 ïActivity:  What does it mean?

ÅDay 2 ïActivity:  Right vs. Wrong

ÅDay 3 ïñDreadfulò Words

ÅDay 4 ïTone of Voice

ÅDay 5 ïñWhat would you do?ò





Lesson 6 - Sharing

Å We often think of sharing as a good thing but in reality there are things that we donôt want 
children to share.  No one wants to see the lip balm passed among 20 children.  Mom might 
tell you not to share your snack, is that okay?  When to share and when it is okay not to share 
is an important lesson.  Talk with children about things you would and wouldnôt share and how 
to tell someone that you donôt want to share or cannot share something with them.  This could 
also extend to secrets.  When is it important to share a secret and when we should keep 
secrets to build trust.

Lesson 7 ïUse Your Words

Å It is said that body language can speak volumes but in the case of working with children our 
goal is to teach them to use their words.  Pouting, screaming, crying, throwing a fit, lashing out 
with hands, heads, feet or teeth is not appropriate in conveying what you want or need.  Show 
examples of things that you may want or need and tell the children how you would use your 
words to try to fulfill the want or need.  I sometimes do a ñmock fitò, stamping my feet and 
whining that I want coffee.  I asked the children what they think I can do and how I might ask 
someone for help to get coffee.  

Lesson 8 ïEmpathy  

Å Each of us has the right to feel the way that we feel.  Learning to show empathy to others is a 
lifelong skill that builds better relationships.  Empathy means to understand how someone else 
feels, to try to put yourself in their shoes.  You donôt have to agree or approve, you just have to 
acknowledge that everyone has the right to feel the way they feel.  Give examples of how 
some people might feel upset if you cut in line but others might not.  Try to understand why the 
person that you cut in front might be upset.  I talk about people at airports trying to cut in lines 
and how adults get upset too.  But if the person at the airport tells you that they have an 
emergency and their mother is ill, we all become much more understanding.  Try to see the 
good in others.  Donôt always assume that their actions are a direct attack on you.  



Lesson #9 ïBroken Feelings

Å Create a beautiful paper flower that has many petals, a stem and leaves.  Ask the children if 
they like your flower.  Share that it is very special to you.  Ask them what they would think if 
someone walked up and tore one of your petals or leaves off.  Tear one off.  Show and tell 
them how it makes you feel. Do it again and again until there are no petals or leaves left.  
Children will often use the word mean to describe someone who would do that to my flower.  I 
tell them it is the same with people.  If someone is mean, they tear at your heart and you can 
never put it back together exactly as it was.  I tape the flower back together and remind 
children that there is still evidence that someone was cruel to the flower.  Scars can last a 
lifetime.  

Lesson #10 ïFair versus Equal when it comes to the Rule

Å Explain that circumstances and level of learning matter when it comes to infractions to the rule.  
Everyone wonôt be treating exactly the same because we arenôt the same in level of 
understanding, self-control or need.  As a teacher, I tell them that I will always be FAIR, but 
that at times, fair wonôt mean the same or equal.  We are all at different levels in terms of 
many, many attributes and that moving forward requires that we address each personôs needs 
based upon their own attributes.  The world will be a better place when we recognize that there 
are instances where being treated fair is much better than being treated equal.

Lesson #11 ïOWN it!

You are the final say in what you do and the words you speak.  Never give someone else the 
power to ñmake you do somethingò.  Own your own behavior and any rewards or consequences of 
that behavior.  Start discussions about disagreements with ñIò, not ñheò or ñsheò.  Own it and you 
hold the power to decide. 



Types of Vocabulary

©Everyday
©Domain Specific
©Academic



How do Children Acquire 
Vocabulary? 

ÇVerbal interaction

ÇReading 

Ç They are TAUGHT



How Word Wise® Are You?

Word Know well Can relate Have seen       Do not know

can explain            to a situation             or heard it              at all

Pompous

Apoplectic

Enviology



Word - Associations Picture

USEIn My Own Words



Early Academic 
Vocabulary  
Åafter 
Åagain 
Åagree with 
Åalso 
Åany 
Åappropriate 
Åaudience 
Åbecause 
Åbefore 
Åclue 
Åcopy 
Ådetail 
Ådiffer 

does 
even 
every 
example 
explain 
finish 
just 
list 
many 
much 
must 
near 

only 
part 
perform 
place (v) 
point 
put 
self 
sort 
start 
such



Speaking Activities

ÅSocial Interaction

ÅPlay

ÅStorytelling

ÅPuppets

ÅSongs

ÅñYour Turnò Talk

ÅInteractive 
Charts/Books



Listening Activities

ÅEcho Reading

ÅFollow the 
Directions

ÅòTell me what I saidó

ÅSlump or Jump

ÅSongs



Popcorn
Tune: Shoo fly donôt bother me

Popcorn please pop for me

Popcorn please pop for me

Popcorn please pop for me

Pop, Pop Popcorn

Tap your right foot

Now your left foot

Tap both those feet

Pop, Pop Popcorn

Twist your waist

Do the twist

Gets your arms going

Pop, Pop Popcorn

Arms up high

Arms down low

Arms out front

Pop, Pop Popcorn

Rub your belly

Tap your head

Try to do both

Pop, Pop Popcorn

Popcorn please pop for me

Popcorn please pop for me

Popcorn please pop for me

Pop, Pop Popcorn

Grab your right knee

Grab your left knee

Cross-over

Pop, Pop Popcorn

Jump forward

Jump backwards

Jump up and down

Pop, Pop Popcorn

Turn this way

Turn that way

Spin yourself around

Pop, Pop Popcorn

Letôs spin again

One more time

Are you feeling dizzy?

Pop, Pop Popcorn

Touch your toes

Touch your nose

Can you touch both?

Pop, Pop Popcorn

Popcorn please pop for me

Popcorn please pop for me

Popcorn please pop for me

Pop, Pop Popcorn

Repeat



Cutting

Use a thick black line to guide cutting the following: 

ÅA fringe from a piece of paper 

ÅCut off corners of a piece of paper 

ÅCut along curved lines 

ÅCut lines with a variety of angles 

ÅCut figures with curves and angles 

ÅCut clay with blunt scissors 



Placing and Pasting 

ÅPlace a variety of forms (eg. blocks, felt, 
paper, string, yarn, cereal, cotton) on 
outlines 
ÅMatch shapes, color, or pictures to a page 

and paste them onto an outline

Tracing and Coloring 

ÅCreate Thick Tracers 
ÅTrace and then color shapes
ÅTrace Hands/Feet (sand, fingerpaint)



ÅDressing
ÅButtoning/Lacing/Tying 
ÅSnaps/Zipping 
ÅBeading
ÅCarrying 
ÅOpening/Closing ~ Locking/Unlocking a Door 
ÅOpening/Closing Markers, Glue, Paint 
ÅOpening Juice Boxes/Snacks
ÅVacuuming a Rug/Sweeping a Floor 
ÅRolling Dough, Cutting Dough, Cooking Activities 
ÅWashing Hands 

Everyday Motor Skills



Pre-Writing Skills

Dot -to -dot drawings of 
pictures, objects, 
shapes, numbers, 
letters, etc. 
ÅTyping exercises 
ÅTile, mosaic, dominoes 
ÅFolding activities 
ÅFine coloring 
ÅWriting in the Air



Skills for Success:

ÅEnthusiasm toward Learning!

ÅThe Desire to be Independent

ÅGet Along with Others

ÅOral -Language Skills

ÅAbility to Listen

ÅFine-Motor Ability

ÅBasic Letter and Number Recognition

Foundation Skills



© ABCôs ï123ôs & Popcorn Words 

Set 1 & 2 CD  by Donna Whyte





Popcorn Words by Donna Whyte



Although public schools are responsible for 
educating all students, they historically have had 
greater success educating middle-to-upper income 
and white students than poor and minority 
students.  Nearly all the worst-performing schools 
are high-poverty schools. But there are striking 
exceptions to the pattern of low income/low 
performance.  There are enough schools that defy 
the trend to prove that the background of the 
student body does not have to determine 
achievement results.®

Inside the Black Box of High-Performing High-Poverty Schools

The Good NEWS!



Staff has the Following Qualities:

ãEnthusiasmabout education and teaching

ãAbility and Resources to raise student achievement

ãStrong content knowledge ãReading becomes the 

Default Curriculum

ãAble to map curriculum standards into instruction and 

compact curriculum 

ãAble to use data from student assessments to 

improve teaching methods

ãCan offer Quality/Expertise in Teaching a Specific 

Group 



10 Ways to Become a 
Better Reader

1.   Read 2.  Read
3. Read 4.   Read

5. Read 6.  Read
7. READ 8.   Read

9.   Read 10.  Read



What Creates a LOVE of Reading?

ÅComfortable

ÅAllow Interaction

ÅLearn Strategies

ÅChoice

ÅFun
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Reading is a multifaceted skill, gradually acquired over years of instruction and practice.

The Many Strands that are Woven into Skilled Reading
(Scarborough)

BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE

VOCABULARY KNOWLEDGE

LANGUAGE STRUCTURES

VERBAL REASONING

LITERACY KNOWLEDGE

PHON. AWARENESS

DECODING (and SPELLING)

SIGHT RECOGNITION

SKILLED READING:
fluent execution and
coordination of word 
recognition and text
comprehension.

LANGUAGE COMPREHENSION

WORD RECOGNITION



Reading is NOT a set of Pre K, K, 

1st, 2nd, é grade skills ðReading 

occurs on a continuum and 

classrooms must be built to 

assess and teach where each 

student is on that continuum.        

thesmartiezone
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Reading Components 
and the òBig Fiveó

Means
DECODING

ÅPhonemic 
Awareness

ÅPhonics

End
COMPREHENSION

ÅVocabulary

ÅText 
Comprehension
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Popcorn Word Practice Cards





Know the Language



Examples of Rules:

Poverty Middle Class Wealth

Possessions People Things One of a kind 

objects or 

pedigrees

Money Use or spend Manage Invest

View of the 

World

Local National International



Teaching Writing
©Modeled Writing      I - I
©Shared Writing       We - I
©Interactive Writing     We - We
©Wqhsdq»r Wnqjrgno     Wd - You
©Independent Writing    You - You



The Writing Process
ÅFocusing ðBrainstorm ~ 
Strategies for òWhat will I 
write about?ó - List

ÅOrdering ðSequence, Graphic 
Organizer, Beginning -Middle -
End, Transitions

ÅDrafting ðDraw &/or Write

ÅRevisingðRead the Writing & 
Add Detail to Picture and/or 
Writing ~ Check for Clarity

ÅProofreading ðSpelling, 
Capital Letters, Punctuation, 
Authorõs Name, Grammar

ÅPublishingðòto shareó ~ 
Product





3 Ways to Write

! Draw a Picture

! Kid Writing
Smartie Writing ~ Brave Spelling

! Write the Word



Å 30 Double -Ended 
Green/ Red Pencils

Å Label for Editing Pencil Jar

Editing 
Pencils

Includes:

Å 2-Finger Check Card for 

Each Student 

(Lower/Upper Elementary Choices)

Å 2-Finger Check Class Sign

$17.50
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